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selected who was personally better qualified for the post.
After a year of office, during which Pherozeshah won the admira-
tion of everybody by the manner in which he discharged his onerous
duties, he was re-elected chairman for another year. On this
occasion, as also when his term came to an end, graceful tributes
were paid to him by Sir Frank Souter, Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy,
Mr. Telang and others who spoke of the tact, ability, and dignity
which their colleague had displayed, and which they had confidently
expected from him when they had appointed him to the office. The
Times of India endorsed these compliments when it said that the
Corporation never had a better chairman. It was not until twenty
years later, when King George V was about to visit these shores as
Prince of Wales, that the Corporation once again invited their
leader to preside over their deliberations and lend dignity to the
position, at a time when it was invested with special importance in
the eyes of the public.
For Pherozeshah, these were years of a busy and lucrative practice,
which was greatly affected by the demands which the presidential
chair always makes on the time and energy of the member who
occupies it. In a country where there is no such thing as a leisured
class, such work often entails * a considerable sacrifice. Pherozeshah
cheerfully paid the price. It is true he was not exactly a man to
" scorn delights and live laborious days." He was fond of the good
things of life, and his tastes and habits were inclined towards lux-
uriousness. He had built for himself a pretentious house at Nepean
Sea Road, used to drive about in a carriage and pair, and affected
expensive clothes. As soon as he had earned enough, however, to
satisfy his extravagant tastes, the service of the public claimed him.
Very often he was known to forego a handsome fee, merely in order
that he might be able to attend some meeting of the Corporation.
Had he so chosen, he might have amassed a fortune. As it was, he
left behind him a modest competence, and a record of service and
achievement which few among his countrymen have ever equalled.
An incident which threatened to change the whole tenor of
Pherozeshah's existence at this period may be mentioned in this
place. Towards the end of 1884, the Diwanship of Baroda fell
vacant, and Pherozeshah was not unwilling to take it up, offering as